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Summary of 2022 Summer school preparation: the preparation
started in February; Hosted a summer school open house on April
10; All documents had been updated on the website already;
Registration will be opened on April 18; First summer school
session will start on June 28.

Members attended: Ling Zheng, Faith Hu, Hui Chen, Helen Cao,
Lijuan Han, Xiaoyi Zhang, Hong Gao, Jing Wan
Members absent: Jun Liu
Others attended: Naizhong Qiu, Vice Principal
Meeting called to order at 8:00 PM 

Principal Lijuan Han reported the following:
Summary of 2022 Spring Semester: Opened a new Pre-kindergarten
class; Offered a teacher training session in February; Hosted AMC
math and Math league competitions; Reviewed the book fees;
Updated school website frequently; Hosted administration zoom office
on Sundays; Organized HSK test; Published Journal with the new
column called “ ”; Publicized courses and activities through
social medias, including .

NEWTON CHINESE LANGUAGE SCHOOL
BOARD MEETING (VIRTUAL) MINUTES 

APRI 11TH, 2022
 
 

·
Plan in-person teaching for the new school year: Formed a
planning team on March 19. Team members are Ling Zheng,
Lijuan Han, Naizhong Qiu, and Faith Hu. The team sent an initial
email about Use of School Building to David Stickney (director of
Facilities) on 3/27/2022; Had a team meeting to discuss and
prepare the documents for in person meeting with Mr. Stickney
after Spring break. 
Proposed a Tuition Increase Plan. Board approved tuition increase
starting 2022 fall semester:  Tuition increases $20 per class;
Registration fee increases to $20 from $10; Parent Duty fee
increases to $50 from $40.
Started preparation for the End of School Year Meeting. The
preparation group will have a meeting to talk about more details
during this week.

Board reviewed and approved the SEP Financial Aid Project. 

Xiaoyi Zhang summarized last year’s scholarship accomplish-
ments; Board will continue to support $500 scholarship for both
Newton North and South High schools for the next school year.

Board reviewed the recruitment materials for the positions
(Administration, PCC and Board) in the school. 
Board also discussed and had suggestions for the school volunteer
group recruitment.

Helen Cao reported the NCLS Support Education Program (SEP)
Financial Aid Project:

 Newton Public School Scholarship:

Miscellaneous:

Meeting adjourned at 10:30PM
Minutes prepared by Faith Hu
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Planning with Backward Design and 

the Instructional GRR Model
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 / How Far We’ve Come 
NCLS Alumni Project Reflection



     An Ode to Chinese School
Every Sunday, I would arrive at Chinese School at noon, spend an
afternoon taking math and Chinese class, and then emerge famished
at 5 pm. I had always complained to my parents of this weekly
ordeal, claiming that I was missing out on birthday parties and
wasting half of my weekend. But as I grew up, I realized that I had
gained much more from Chinese school than just the language. I
made friends with kids from all different towns, I learned about the
history and culture of China, and of course, I learned the discipline
that it takes to study for the tingxie portion 

of an exam. Now, as a high school junior, I also appreciate other
hard-earned benefits like qualifying for a Bilingual seal and
communicating with my relatives through pinyin and FaceTime on
WeChat. 

Nowadays, I can also fondly look back at the embarrassing
memories that I had, such as the time my parents pressured me to
enter the declamation competition. I spent weeks memorizing a
passage about a flying kite and clear blue skies. But when I got on
stage, I opened my mouth and stared at the judges in silence.
Every cohesive thought just flew out of my mind, and I was left
with a blank slate. With that said, I did not win. I did, however,
get a nice participation award!

Then there were the math classes I took. I owe an apology to all of
my math teachers because my friends and I would find chances to
chat, giggle, and sketch instead of doing our worksheets. Although
we all came from different school districts, Sunday math class was
a space where we could catch up on each other’s lives, and I am so
grateful for these lifelong friends that I have gained.

As for our community, the most inspirational part is our
willingness to adapt, provide support, and be resilient. When the
COVID pandemic started, teachers had to shift their curriculum so
that students could still learn over Zoom. Our weekly in-person
visits were limited to socially distanced book pick-ups. Yet our
community got stronger. As COVID cases rose, we marched
alongside each other and responded with fundraisers to support
Wuhan. When anti-Asian hate became prominent, we attended the
Newton City Hall vigil in remembrance for the Atlanta shooting
victims. In these tumultuous and uncertain times, we realized our 



only option was to persevere, and that we did. Each door that
closed led to another one that we could open. When the Support
China Education program couldn’t go on its annual trip to China,
we created online tutoring opportunities for volunteers to continue
supporting the program. When the Chinese New Year Festival
couldn’t be held in person, it was done justice with a virtual event
that was full of celebration and joy. It was complete with colorful
backgrounds, energetic hosts, and clips showcasing the talents of
many members of our community.

These past two years have been long, but our community has
stayed strong throughout this time. Since I was 5 years old, I have
spent every Sunday taking classes, being a TA, and now writing
as a student journalist on our NCLS journalist team. As
communicators, we decided to take on a project highlighting our
NCLS alumni and their lives after graduating to share it with all
members of our community.

During our brainstorming process, we needed a title for our
interview and project, and I came up with “How Far We’ve
Come”. This name is a reminder for both our alumni to reflect
upon their time at NCLS and for the greater community to take
pride in the history of our school which has stood strong for over
60 years. We now have thousands of teachers, students,
volunteers, and alumni across the world. Our success triumphs in
our school, our celebrations, our hearts, and our pulse will beat on
forever.
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Event Committee

2022

2022
YouTube

:
https://youtu.be/63FGujf_03o

:
https://youtu.be/BrL49ZZuGEI

:
https://youtu.be/8ZYQO2UrjFk
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- Perl programming experience 
         - Web programming experience 
         - General web technology and protocol knowledge 
         - Experience dealing with hosting sites and using control
            panel to manage a hosted 
- Web site 
         - MySQL programming experience 
         - MySQL administration experience 
         - PHP knowledge 
         - WordPress blog administration and usage experience
         - Experience integrating with online payment system a plus 
         - Experience integrating with online payment system a plus 
         - Experience of working on a Linux system is a plus

       ,

, 
, 

2022–2023  
         - 
Email: board@newtonchineseschool.org 

: www.newtonchineseschool.org  
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Email: pcc-chairs@newtonchineseschool.org 
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