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Naizhong Chiu Shirley Chen MushengBao Helen Cao Faith Hu  Yujuan Yuan ShemyZhao Junliu EricShi

. = B El B b
* ﬂ‘ = 5 ra]
\ R & I(:3 G 1B e E

NEWTON CHINESE LANGUAGE SCHOOL
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

June 7, 2025

MEMBERS ATTENDED IN PERSON: FENGFEI HU,
NAIZHONG QlU, HELEN CAO, SHIRLEY CHEN, JUN LIU,
YUJUAN YUN, MUSHENG BAO, SHERRY ZHAO
MEMBERS ABSENT: ERIC SHI

OTHERS ATTENDED: JIANQING LU, VICE PRINCIPAL;
XIXING ZHAO, PCC VICE CHAIR

PLACE: 815 WASHINGTON STREET, SUITE 2,
NEWTON, MA

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 10:00AM

Principal Yujuan Yun reported the following:

e Summer Camp Preparation: The four-week summer camp will be
held in August at 75 Vernon Street, Newton, MA (next to Underwood
Elementary School). Enrollment is on target, and all preparations are
in place.

¢ Fall Semester Preparation: Registration for the Fall semester began
on June Tst for returning students. Planning for classes and financials
is underway.

¢ After-School Program Update: The after-school program continues
to face challenges with enrollment. Efforts are ongoing to enhance
the program and boost enrollment, especially with the new location
in the Fall.

¢ Year-End Teacher Bonus Proposal: The board approved the year-
end teacher bonus based on the financial report as of June 3, 2025°
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» Registration System Update: The board approved the administration's /r-jf, 455‘1/& ivg 5’ﬁ % ) @ ﬁﬂ % "fi’i%'%ﬁ »%_‘

‘ proposal to subscribe to a third-party registration system. The admin >
team will work on the implementation details to launch the new system ——iaq:it'ﬁtpx"'.:,’-l'ﬁ2025ﬁEﬁﬂkﬂ.ﬂ_‘g%‘:{kﬁ%
by Fall 2026.
¢ Facility Rental Update: A rental request has been submitted to the PR B FE
City of Newton and is currently under review. 202556 A22H T4, ¥ L FRK2025/ F LHEE I #HALE K
PCC Chair Musheng Bao reported the following: KK&EEF.A. Day Middle School =#4LE £ &84T, KRATF. )
e Volunteer Support: PCC has actively participated in and organized all A RKNMFR—%, £RIIIEX—FE®=miaZ6ntzl, KRRKEE
school-wide activities. However, the increasing number of events has FHENEHg, FEIVREELRE. PRV HIVARL AL
created a manpower challenge. The team plans to recruit more active H, EHHER KL KORETHE.

parents and will implement a task sign-up form to ensure adequate
support for each event.

EEXRG BFRRER

¢ End-of-School Year Celebration: Preparations are underway for the RKREAREEMAINKABE PEFER., HELTEHFRBLEINTES ED
celebration and graduation event on June 22. EEAAERFETERPELOR FMELHEIEH, RS2 F
e Summer Outing: Scheduled for July 20. T, BRAZENED, MG ARKEER. RIEHBKE. $ke
SEP Update by Shirley Chen and Helen Cao on behalf of SEP Leader Eric SKORMBAEAELEZ, THRRENIFETE. FREE. REKFE.
Shi: IPRER. AXEESESRIRSFH @, £@E T 2024 - 20255 F
¢ Coordinated all SEP activities, including team-building and fundraising BEBERRE, AMHFENEREFIERETEZ. AEEREER
events, and actively participated in school events. T CBAVEES, 2025-2026% &4 8 it H  BRAMTARE
o Comp!eted the China trip to Ggi.lin High School. . ‘ . HE—FGTRE X, RS — R s RE GRS, A
o E:ﬂ:ﬂ;\\g/sn:w student recognition awards due to the discontinuation WHEFIEEES . * KETADTEREERS 7 EARE H

BRAZIT. RETAFRRE DICENRE, Bt iA FARL KB S

¢ A new SEP leadership team will be formed for the next semester. =
BT,

e The SEP working group will discuss plans for the SEP 20th Anniversary
during the annual meeting.

Community Outreach/Marketing Team (Jun Liu):
¢ Continued efforts to secure a booth at the Asian American Festival.
e Plans to apply for an NCLS dragon boat team next year.
Academic Support Team (Naizhong):
* Scheduled teacher training sessions for the summer.
¢ Will participate in CSAUS seminars from December 12 to 14, 2025.

Other items discussed:
¢ Proposal for a tuition increase.

MEETING FINISHED AT 4:00 PM
MINUTES PREPARED BY HELEN CAO

(E—HSEEHFHR. E-RAEBREK. EZFESED o
E—FUBRIRK. AR YEEK)
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exciting TWO SNACKS PER DAY

Embark on 2 cultural
Chinese Summer :
language learning mee.s :
activities and new friendships:

| Limited |
. Seats! /
CHINESE RECITATION AND
SPEECH PERFORMANCE
SINGING
CHILDREN'S PAINTING ART
HANDICRAFTS
CHINESE CULINARY ARTS CLASS
IXL MATH
CHINESE YO-YO
OUTDOOR FUN TIME
AND MORE

Register now! Location:
® 75 Vernon Street,

T 1
%@ A9\ Newton, MA 02458
']

3 Contact Us: Phone Number:

: (78)) 657-6262
[=] 'é?: . Email:

registration@newtonchineseschool.org
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NEWTON CHINESE LANGUAGE SCHOOL 5-12
After School Program

25
m August 4, 2025,
Frt: August 29, 2025

d from the Acting Department gf the
with extensive experience
e as well as over 20 years

Ms.Di Graduate
Central Academy of Drama,
in stage and film performanc

of Chinese teaching experienofa ' D —
Spegcializing in teaching recitation, sp i

trained
erformance for children and adults, she hasm anee
Eumerous outstanding students and progra

75 VERNON ST.
NEWTON, MA 02458

s .
ho have won awards in recitation and speZCh K . fe' Ellgngmg
who ha d as ajudge i
- she has serve nvironment
competitions. In recent years, d 5th Global Chinese /

for the US. region of the 4th an
Recitation Competitions.

* Bright, Spacious WQ«. P o
Classroom |l

yea f i 3
ONE WEEK PER SESSION. [ in bogr,: coerience teachin
TOTAL 4 SESSIONS

personalized, age-appro

priate instruction that fosters
(& ﬂﬂ 8 #‘_ B ﬂ) studsir;ti::eg;g?ment ?r;d success.
€S multiliteracies to en ;
SESSION 1: 8/4-8/8 courage creative

expression and intrinsic Mmotivation. In addition to

S language teaching, she is skillod i«
SESSION 2: 8/11-8/15 ~aching, she is skilled in visual arts, wi
SESSION 3: 8/18_8/22 focus on building students’ aesthetic awarer?esss. i @

Ms. Li has taught in Chinese schools, public ang

private institutions, and g
SESSION 4: 8/25—8/29 Greater Boston area, wil:f:nmer camps throughout the

stron, ise i
cultural education, HiSeimEs n crosﬂ
For more informction:

~ Ample parking for
drop-off/pick-up
convenient options

RZ ,*\ 074 «%‘Z g ﬁk 3» 5 ,%p* % ‘1’ i www.newtonchineseschool.org

Email: ncls.ascp@newtonchineseschool.org
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NEWTON CHINESE LANGUAGE SCHOOL
After School Program

Newton Presbysterian Church

Locatior 75 yernon St. Newton, MA 024582

Mon. Tue.

3PM-6PM
Wed. 12:30PM - 6PM

NCLS /s i W o AR
HE

Thur. Fri.

Day Camp
9/23,10/2,
10/13,11/4, /M

) \ i N
www.newtonchineseschool.org
Email: ncls.ascp@newtonchineseschool.org
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Math League ContestZ **Math Olympiads
(MOEMS)** ¢ kL4, FEINFLARGT =8 %
F, BAEKFOEFEAI S HBGIRBGER Y.
TaRAKLFAEL $.

Math League Contest
‘;v‘bh %%@%ﬁ a‘il
D)) ) AR € S {y
PYSEZRA
H—H .
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As my days in China came to an end, it was
really hard for me to let go of all the friends |
made. The friendly environment that the students
created for me gave me a wonderful experience,
Whether it was getting caught by teachers for
doing bad things or spiling a whole bowl of ink, |
will never forget the wonderful memories | made, |

s can still remember it like it was yesterday—How
Tony Wu when we first arrived, we got so many stares.

| can still remember it like it was yesterday—How when we first
arrived, we got so many stares. | felt uncomfortable and just wanted
to hide myself under a blanket. But as the week went on, | realized it
wasn't so bad. | was able to interact with many students and make a

lot of new friends. We shared stories and laughed over silly moments o

%\¢¢&$'M¢ﬁﬂﬁﬁ

The initial awkwardness faded, replaced by a sense of connection and
belonging. Looking back, I’ m grateful | pushed through that discomfort
—because it led to experiences and friendships 1’ 1l never forget.

= %
Guilin High School has a tradition of a yearly
dance competition between classes, held in the
auditorium, It is an entertaining, fun—filled event
that students work enthusiastically to prepare for,
In addition to the regularly scheduled
ﬁ performances, our SEP team also prepared two
L dances. | performed my solo, a #k7&#k, and
Emma Song  Olivia also choreographed a dance to Finesse by
Bruno Mars,

When we performed, the audience was equally welcoming and
supportive, despite not being familiar with us. Their applause was
energetic and enthusiastic, which made me feel significantly more
confident. After the show, many of them even asked to take pictures
and | met a lot of students. Finally, before we left, we exchanged
contact information. Overall, the entire event was an extremely fun

)

experience. The dances were all well—polished and captivating, each with
its unique flair, making the night unforgettable!

& . +
Even though classes can sometimes feel a bit
boring, no matter where you are, they’ ve become
one of the things I’ ve come to truly appreciate
during this trip. Being in class wasn’ % just about
sitting and listening; it was a chance to connect. |
got to bond with the local students, learn new

things alongside them, and share genuine moments
i geammates, t00 ook ac ealiz
Teabell aun with my teammates, too. Looking back, I n h@
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how easy it is to take those moments for granted. If | had the
chance to do it all over again, I’ d try to cherish every second.

Some of my most fond memories from the trip happened right
there in the classroom, | remember laughing and struggling with the
students as we tried to figure out what the teacher was saying;
neither of us fully understood, but we were still helping each other.
There was something really special about that. The warmth and
acceptance we felt from the students made it all the more
meaningful. 1 truly hope future groups on this trip take the time to
appreciate those shared classroom experiences; they're more memorable
and meaningful than you might expect.

The differences between the Guilin canteei and
American  school  cafeterias  were  immediately
noticeable .

In Guilin, the meals were served buffet—style,
where students could choose exactly what they
wanted and how much, creating their own
combinations, In  contrast, American cafeterias

usually offer a limited menu with pre—portioned,
Audrey Chen pre—packaged options, like a slice of pizza or a
meal with set items that can’ t be mixed and

matched
The food presentation in Guilin felt more homestyle. Dishes were

laid out in large trays behind glass, still steaming, and served with
metal scoops, like a family—style kitchen. In the U.S., cafeteria meals
often resemble fast food. burgers wrapped in foil, fries in paper
containers, and prepared food that has just been reheated.

The taste reflected this difference too; meals in Guilin were noticeably
fresher, less processed, and more savory,

Eating at the Guilin canteen gave me a deeper look into

Chinese culture. @

Meals were simple but balanced, usually a mix of vegetables,
rice, and protein, showing a focus on health and variety. Even in a
busy school setting, food was appreciated. Students ate without
distractions, and most finished everything on their trays.

In the U.S., school lunches often feel rushed and less thoughtful,
with more processed and sugary options. The experience helped me
understand how food in China isn’ t just about eating—it’ s about
connection, routine, and care,

As a student in the Newton Chinese
Language School’ s SEP program, | found that
this spring” s trip to Guilin was far more than
just sightseeing—it was a collision of classroom
learning and real—world experience. Spread across
southern China’ s Guangxi Province, Guilin is known
for its surreal karst topography, encompassing
landscapes that Chinese poets, artists, and writers
have celebrated for centuries. For many of us,
Guilin” s scenery only lived in textbook images and
classroom vocabulary lists.

Grace Yang

That changed the moment we boarded China’ s high—speed rail. As
the train rushed southward, the view from the window shifted
dramatically. Hong Kong’ s urban skylines gave way to sweeping
farmland, jagged mountains, and winding rivers. The karst formations—
those dramatic limestone peaks carved by nature itself over millions of
years—rose into view. Suddenly, the scenery we had once seen in photos
was at our fingertips.

Guilin’ s landscape is more than beautiful—it is immersive. It pulls
you in not just with its views but with its sense of myth and
history. For many of us on this trip, it marked the first time
that language learning and cultural study came to life. @



20z 2% 2 # % F s o MBI

20=2 %4 A4 % TR o MATREIEE

Here’ s a famous Chinese saying. “AEAk
LAKF X TF” , which means that Guilin’ s
landscape is the best under the world. | had heard
it before our trip, but it wasn’ t until | stood
before those iconic mountains that | truly

However, from 10.20 — 10.50, there is a larger break time which
runs for 30 minutes, called K& 18] . Many students will play sports,
primarily volleyball and basketball. The people who play volleyball will go
onto the courtyard below, form 2 sides, and pass the ball back and
forth without a net. Baskethall is usually played on the court next to
the teacher's dormitories.

understood what it meant. Guilin isn” t just a
o9 V'S b
place you see—it’ s a place you feel. v v

Yuehn Li What made the day even more special was

What made the moment even more special was when our teacher, Ms.
Helen, played a song by Liu Sanjie—a famous folk singer whose music is
deeply rooted in the region’ s culture. Her voice echoed softly over the
water, blending with the rhythm of the river and the quiet murmur of the
wind. At that moment, the mountains weren’ t just scenery—they felt

the opportunity to try some of the instruments
myself. | was guided by the students as I
experimented with the Guzheng, a long zither
with strings that produce soft, resonant tones.
Plucking the strings felt delicate yet powerful,

alive, as if they were listening too. Through the music, | felt a deeper VAT and ] could hear how even a simple note carried
connection to the history, stories, and spirit of the place. Sarah Wang Ol
2 « 2 Next, | tried the Pipa, a pear—shaped instrument held upright.

My original thought of how Chinese students
live was heavily influenced by what my mother told
me from a young age, that these students have
tests every day and just study nonstop. But
through spending time with the students of Guilin
High School and even going to class with them, |
discovered that their student culture and daily life

Its playing techniqgue was more complex than | expected, involving fast
finger movements and rhythmic precision. Finally, | attempted the Erhu,
often called the "Chinese violin." Holding the bow between the two
strings and drawing it across was challenging, but | was fascinated by
the emotional depth the instrument could convey .

| also got a chance to try Chinese calligraphy, using a brush
dipped in black ink to write characters on rice paper. [t required
patience, control, and a steady hand. Although my strokes were far
from perfect, the process was meditative and meaningful. It helped me
appreciate how calligraphy is not just writing, but a form of visual art
that reflects one’ s inner thoughts and discipline.

Lefamang were full of fascinating aspects that still have me
thinking about the trip today.

------ Between each 40—minute class, there is a 10—minute
break , where students can choose to do a variety of activities. While

most students will stay in their classrooms to study, some students 4 4

might run to a small bread shop by the teacher dormitories. others An element of our presentation that truly facilitated cultural exchange

might go to the balcony and look onto the courtyard below was the mini quiz at the end of the presentation, which presented an
@ opportunity for the students of Guilin High School to earn prizes. @
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Olivia Bao

These prizes included historical Lexington
memorabilia, inspirational pins, and popular American
sweets and snacks. Following the mini quiz was an
open Q&A session.

Something else that | wanted to comment on
was the strength of their classroom community. It
struck me initially that when we passed out
snacks, they immediately had the people around
them try them, creating almost a ripple effect in
the classroom. These students take all of their
classes with the same group of people, and
although they have different