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Empowerment Through Involvement

Let’s Light the Torch for the Next Generation

¢ Christine Qian

On January 12, 2007, the OCA F24£1/p4> made history with the dedication of the National Center for Asian
Pacific Americans (APA) Leadership in Washington, D.C. I was invited to the grand opening ceremony as
the president of the OCA New England Chapter, and witnessed the amazing historical event. Among the
300 attendees, there were dignitaries such as Former U.S. Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta,
Congressman David Wu, Congresswoman Mazie Hirono, Congressman Albert Wynn, U.S. Department of
Labor Chief Financial Officer Sam Mok (representing U.S. Secretary of Labor Elaine Chao), OCA
Founders, corporate partners, colleagues, community friends, OCA leaders and members from across the
nation.

A Legacy of Leadership

Founded in 1973 as the Organization of Chinese Americans JEfE /343, OCA is a national organization
dedicated to advancing the social, political, and economic well-being of Asian Pacific Americans (APA) in
the United States. OCA members were among the first APA groups to knock on the doors of Congressional
representatives to advocate on legislative issues impacting the APA community, such as:

» Social justice, equal opportunities, and fair treatment
»  Civic participation, education, and leadership

» Coalitions and community building

» Cultural heritage

OCA takes no collective position on the politics of any foreign country, but instead focuses on the welfare
and civil rights of Asian Pacific Americans in the United States.

Success Stories

The OCA National Center for APA Leadership’s web site (www.ocanationalcenter.org) lists the numerous
victories in the OCA history. The success stories range from legislative advocacy, justice cases to heritage
and cultural promotions. Here are just a few of examples:

» The establishment of Annual Asian Pacific American Heritage Week
» The issuance of Lunar New Year Zodiac Commemorative Stamps

» PBS documentary “Becoming American, the Chinese Experience”

» Annual APA Youth Leadership training programs

Up Coming OCA Events

»  Leadership Training for APA College Students, Northeastern University, February 24-25
» Asian Pacific American Heritage Celebration Dinner Banquet, May 5

» OCA 29" Annual Convention, Sacramento, CA June 28-July 1

» OCA National Corporate Achievement Awards, Las Vegas, NV October 19

Contact Information

www.ocanewengland.org
www.ocanationalcenter.org
www.ocanatl.org
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YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND...

APIA U: LEADERSHIP 101
A Training Designed for all Asian Pacific Islander American College Students

February 24-25, 2007

Hosted by Northeastern University
Northeastern Region

Egan Center
Raytheon Amphitheater
120 Forsyth Street
Boston, MA 02115
Saturday, Feb 24 from 9-5
Sunday, Feb 25 from 9-12

APIA U: Leadership 101 Training is designed to give Asian Pacific Islander
American (APIA) college students the chance to engage in an interactive college
leadership training program which will involve hands-on exercises, small group
discussions, and presentations led by two qualified APIA facilitators.

- 1.5 Day Training

- 60 APIA students from each region

- Focus on Self-Awareness, team-building, and direct action organizing.

- Development of leadership tools to effectively serve as catalysts for change.

- Attendees will have the opportunity to network with local APIA community leaders

The training is FREE. Breakfast, lunch, and a light reception on Saturday will be
provided. Students are responsible for their own transportation and accommodation
needs.

**Sponsored by OCA
**Funded by State Farm®

Register here: http://www.formsite.com/leadership/form720860119/index.html.
For more information please visit www.ocanatl.org or contact Douglas Lee at
dlee@ocanatl.org
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