Emerging Leader Service Award (ELSA)

Application Guidance

Newton Chinese Language School (NCLS) is a nonprofit education organization
registered in MA. Founded in 1959, NCLS is one of the oldest and largest Chinese
language learning centers in the USA. NCLS serves not only as a language center for
kids but also as a vibrant activity hub for the Chinese community in the Greater Boston
area. The primary mission of the school is to serve the local and Greater Boston
communities by providing excellence in cultural diversity training and language
instruction, with a specialty in Chinese language and culture.

NCLS is also actively involved in promoting cultural diversity in local schools throughout
the town of Newton and several nearby communities, as well as in hosting state and
local cultural activities and social events throughout the year.

NCLS recognizes outstanding volunteers, volunteer leaders, and community and
corporate partners for their exceptional work over a 12-month period. These award and
recognition programs offer an opportunity to appreciate those who make an
extraordinary difference in the Greater Boston community.

The Emerging Leader Service Award Criteria

The Emerging Leader Service Award, issued by the Newton Chinese Language School,
recognizes volunteers who meet specific service hour requirements over a 12-month
period. Awards are presented at three levels of recognition: Gold, Silver, and Bronze.
Recipients receive a certificate along with a congratulatory letter from the Principle of
NCLS and the chairman of the Board. We are working on obtaining endorsements from
the Newton mayor and other top leaders in Massachusetts.



Hours served from September 1%, 2025, through August 31st, 2026, will be

considered.
Age Group Bronze Silver Gold Lifetime Achievement Award
Kids (5-10 years old) 26-49 hours 50-74 hours 75+ hours 4,000+ hours
Teens (11-15) 50-74 hours 75-99 hours 100+ hours 4,000+ hours
Young Adults (16-25) 100-174 hours 175-249 hours 250+ hours 4,000+ hours

NCLS Account & Orientation: Volunteers must have an NCLS account and
have completed the New Volunteer Orientation to qualify.

Service Hours Requirement: Volunteers must have completed at least of
their service hours for the service year through NCLS.

Local Service: The majority of service hours should be completed locally,
benefiting the Greater Boston area.

Citizenship Requirements: Recipients must be United States citizens or
lawfully admitted permanent residents of the United States.

Awarded Hours: Awards are issued based on volunteer service hours served
within a 12-month period or over the course of a lifetime.

Volunteer Service Only: Awards are issued solely for volunteer service;
additional participation with the organization (e.g., charitable support) is not
considered.

Exclusions: Court-ordered community service does not qualify for the award.
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